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New research reveals
mangosteen effects

Successful project to
help lift farm incomes

POST REPORTERS

Thai scientists have successfully devel-
oped extracts from mangosteen for use
as food products and health and beauty
supplements for the export market.
The project, sponsored by the Agri-
cultural R h and Devel

The one-year project, which was com-
pleted this week, found that mangosteen
extracts have the ability to safely heal
some discases without causing side ef-
fects,

The scientists developed supplemen-
tary products made from the concen-
trated liquid extract of mangosteen that
could be use to boost the body’s immune
system and treat some illness, according
to Dr Napavarn.

““Most importantly, it helps improve
farm | and could solve the price

Ls

blem with "she said.

Agency (ARDA), a public organi
and Asian Phytoceuticals Public Co, isa
milestone for the country’s agricultural
product development, said Napa
Noparatnaraporn, director of ARDA.
The I-million-baht budget was
granted to a group of scientists at the
Mangosteen Research and Development
Center (Thailand).

¥ 3
The mangosteen used in the study
were sourced directly from growers in
Trat province, a major production base
for tropical fruit, including mangosteen
and rambutan.

A sales contract has been signed for
future purchases of 1,500-2,000 tonnes
of the fruit this year, with the volume

expected to rise to 20,000 tonnes next
year including mangosteen from other
eastern and southern provinces as well,
according to Pichaet Wirlyachitra, chair-
man and chief executive of Asian Phy-
toceuticals.

He said the research results would
increase the demand for mangosteen
juice from overseas markets, such as
from Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei and
the United States.

“We've focused on foreign markets
because they've rarely recognised the
fruit's qualitics, especially its health bene-
fits,” Prof Dr Pichaet said.

The company would use the project’s
research to develop products for com-
mercial sale, mainly through the com-
pany’s direct-sales channel.

ARDA’s participation in any future
investment is also welcome, Prof Dr Pi-
chaet added.
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